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Collocation (pronunciation: KOL-oh-KAY-shun) is a well-known group of words, especially words that usually appear together and thus convey meaning by association. The term collocation (from Latin place together) was first used in the linguistic sense by british linguist John Rupert Firth (1890-1960), who noted: You will learn the word of the company he
runs. The collocation range refers to the set of elements that typically accompany a word. The size of the collocation range is partly determined by the level of specificity of the word and the number of meanings. Once upon a time there was a Martian named Valentine Michael Smith. —Robert Heinlein, an Alien in the strange land of Once upon a time and had
a great time, it was a moocow coming down the road and this moocow, who was going down the road, met a little boy named nicens named baby tuckoo. — James Joyce, Portrait of the artist as a young man Yal has more sense of a horse than a horse. He knows when to stop eating and knows when to stop working. Harry S. Truman. I am an amazing man
with an iron will and nerves of steel—two qualities that helped me become the genius I am today, and the assassin of the lady I have been in days gone by. — William Morgan Sheppard as Dr. Ira Graves, Star Trek: The Next Generation Collocations and clichés are strings of words that are remembered as wholes and often used together, such as gone with
the wind or like two peas in a pod. People know tens of thousands of such expressions; Linguist Ray Jackendoff refers to them as the Wheel of Fortune Lexiccon, after a game show in which participants guess a familiar phrase from several passages. —From Steven Pinker's Words and Principles, each lexeme has collocations, but some are much more
predictable than others. Blond strongly conjuts with hair, flocks with sheep, neigh with horse. Some collocations are entirely predictable, such as spick with spans, or addled from brains . . .. Others are much less: the letter colloquiates with a wide range of lexemes, such as alphabet and spelling, and (in a different sense) box, post and write. . . . Collocation
should not be confused with the 'association of ideas'. The way lexemes work together may have nothing to do with ideas. We speak English green with envy (not blue or red), although there is nothing literally green about jealousy. — From How David Crystal's language works Two main factors can affect the scope of the object's collocations (Beekman and
Callow, 1974). The first is its level of specificity: the more general the word is, the wider its scope of collocation; the more detailed it is, the more limited its collocation range. The verb bury can have a much wider range of collocations than any of its hypomines, such as inter or entomb, for example. Only people can be buried, but you can bury people,
treasure, head, face, feelings and memories. The second factor that determines the The range of the element is the number of senses it has. Most words have several senses and tend to attract a different set of colloquia for each sense. -From In Other Words: A Coursebook on Translation by Mona Baker Quality, value, style, service, choice, convenience,
economy, economy, economy, performance, experience, hospitality, low rates, friendly service, brand names, easy conditions, affordable prices, money back guarantee, free installation. Free entry, free pricing, free shifts, free shipping, free estimates, free home trial - and free parking. No cash? No problem. I'm not kidding! No fuss, no muss, no risk, no
obligations, no bureaucracy, no down payment, no entries, no hidden fees, no need to buy, no one will take you in, no payment or interest until September. Limited time only though, so act now, order today, do not send money, offer good, while deliveries last, two to the customer, each item sold separately, batteries are not included, mileage may vary, all
sales are final, allow six weeks for delivery, some items are not available, some required assembly, some restrictions may apply. —Lullabye george carlin pinker ad, Steven. Words and rules. HarperCollins, 1999 Crystal, David. How the language works. Come Out Press, 2005 Baker, Mona. In other words: Translation manual. Routledge, 1992Carlin, George
Lullabye advertising with Napalm &amp; Silly Putty. HarperCollins, 2001 One of the least valued tools for learning English is the use of a collocation dictionary. Collocation can be defined as words that go hand in hand. In other words, some words tend to slyly with other words. If you think about how you use your own language for a while, you will quickly
recognize that you tend to speak in phrases or groups of words that go together in your mind. We speak in pieces of language. For example: I'm tired of waiting for the bus in the afternoon. The English speaker does not think about ten separate words, rather they think in phrases I'm tired of waiting for the bus and in the afternoon. Therefore, sometimes you
can say something correctly in English, but it just does not sound good. For example: I'm tired of standing up to the bus in the afternoon. For someone who illustrates the situation while standing behind the bus, it makes sense, but standing goes hand in hand with the queue. So, while the sentence makes sense, it's really not correct. When students improve
their English, they tend to learn more phrases and idiomatic language. It is also important to learn co-location. In fact, I would say that this is one of the most widely used tools by most students. The thesaurus is very helpful in finding synonyms and antonyms, but the collocation dictionary can help you learn the right phrases in context. I recommend oxford
collocations dictionary for language students but there are other collocation resources available, such as concordat databases. Try these exercises to help you use the collocation dictionary to improve vocabulary. Choose the profession you are interested in. Go to to The Job Prospects Programme page and read the specifics of the profession. Make a note of
common terms that are used. Then search for these terms in the collocation dictionary to expand your vocabulary by learning the appropriate collocations. Example Airplane and Awionika Key words from Occupational Outlook: equipment, maintenance, etc. From the collocation dictionary: Adjectives of equipment: latest, modern, state-of-the-art, high-tech,
etc. Types of equipment: medical equipment, radar equipment, telecommunications equipment, etc. Verb + Equipment: supply equipment, supply equipment, install equipment, etc. Returns: suitable equipment, suitable equipment From the collocation dictionary: Maintenance adjectives: annual, daily, regular, long-term, prophylactic, etc. Types of
maintenance: building maintenance, software maintenance, health maintenance, etc. Verb + Maintenance: perform maintenance, maintenance, etc. Maintenance + Noun: maintenance personnel, maintenance costs, maintenance schedule, etc. Choose an important term that you can use every day at work, school, or home. Look for a word in the collocation
dictionary. Then imagine the related situation and write a paragraph or more using important collocations to describe it. A paragraph repeats a keyword too often, but it's an exercise. Repeatedly using a key term, you will create a link in your mind to a wide range of collocations with the target word. Example key term: Business situation: Negotiating a contract
Sample paragraph We are working on a business agreement with an investment firm that operates with profitable companies around the world. We started the company two years ago, but we were very successful with our business strategy. Acumen's business CEO is outstanding, so we look happy to do business with them. The company is headquartered
in Dallas, Texas. They've been around for more than fifty years, so we expect their business experience to be the best in the world. Make a list of important collocations. Commit to using at least three collocations each day in conversations. Try it, it's harder than you think, but it really helps in memorizing new words. The British University Press has made a
few additions to which everyone is better accustomed. And most of them have their roots in the new media. So if you've ever watched multiple episodes of the same series in one night or clicked on a short, numbered article online, then binge-watch and listicle are perfect for you. Recently approved phrases: hate-watch, to tune into the show just for the sake
of criticism, and a second screen, which means using your mobile device while watching a movie or show at the same time. Other extras tend to be social media-driven, like SMH, short for shaking your head, and live-tweeting, posting on Twitter constantly during an event. There are also terms that reflect dietary trends, such as 5:2 diet, or eat normally for
five days and limit calorie intake on the other two, and paleo diet, a way of eating based on early food options in humans. Although these words are attached to an online dictionary, they cannot become permanent additions to the English language, according to Katherine Martin, editor of Oxford Dictionaries. In fact, many of these words will probably never be
included in the traditional Oxford English Dictionary. What do you think of these new entries in the online dictionary? This content is created and handled by a third party and imported to this page to help users provide their email addresses. For more information about this and similar content, see piano.io piano.io
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